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documentation of this problem. I won't go into a lot of
detail unless somebody has s ome q u e s t i o ns . Ther e i s a
grandfather clause in there permitting individuals that now
have bears a n d la rg e c at s t o keep those until the animal
dies, simply because there would have been some value that
the state would have had to reimburse them if we were to
take them away now. So there is a grandfather clause for
animals t h ey h ave ex i st i ng . The last major thing the
committee amendments do is add the emergency c lause t o t he
bill and they exempt from t he r e g u l a t i o n a n y p ro h i b i t i on i n
zoos, parks, refuges, wild life areas, circuses and animal
exhibits. T h e committee amendments are, again, a m ajo r
portion of the bill and if anybody has any question, I would
be glad to answer, otherwise I would urge your adoption of

SPEAKER NICHOL: T h e qu estion i s the adoption of t h e
committee amendments. All those in favor vo te a y e , o p p osed
n ay. R e c o rd , Mr . C l e r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 27 aye s , 0 n ay s on adoption of the c ommittee
amendments, Mr. President.

S PEAKER NICHOL- S e n a t o r R u pp , on the bill.

S ENATOR RUPP: V e r y briefly. Once again, it started, this
is just a clean-up bill with some language changes for Game
and Parks, but the Lancaster County Sheriff's department was
very concerned about a problem they have. It all began a
few years ago with a th ree-year-old b oy b e i n g mau l e d
severely by a pet cougar on the outskirts of Li n c o l n . And
in check in g t he r ec or d s , and so forth, they decided there
w ere p r o b a b l y f r om 1 2 to 25 large cats being held i n
captivity just in Lincoln and the Lincoln area. I t c o u l d b e
quite a problem. In some areas they have no handle on it
because they felt that the existing statutes h ad n o
prohibition against ke eping l arge ca t s and be ar s in
captivity. T hat is the main thing that the bill does.
There are some secondary changes in just simply spelling out
what animals are needed for a permit and what a nimals a r e
not or simply prohibited from being held in captivity. I
would urge your advancement of the bill.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: S e n a t o r R u p p , I remember in committee when

the committee amendments.
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